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As I write this article, the Legislative Session has kicked off
at the Capitol Building. There are many unknowns about this
year’s Session, and some in key leadership positions have
already marked out conflicting positions. We are fortunate to
have President Thrasher and a strong leadership team to
advocate on behalf of FSU during the Session. We shall see
what happens.
Spring Break was earlier this month, and we all got a bit of a
respite. The Building Services team used the break to get
into classrooms and lecture halls for much needed deep
cleaning and polishing. There were other projects occurring while the traffic on campus was
lessened.
We had a much milder than normal winter. The Azaleas and other plants are ahead of
schedule with blooms, and it is officially spring. The campus looks very nice. We will be
finishing up the Housing project along Jefferson St. before summer, and we will be full speed
on the EOAS (Earth, Oceanographic and Atmospheric Sciences) Building at Woodward and
Tennessee quickly. We also have consultants on site this week to help us plan a major
renovation/addition to the Student Union Building. Many things are happening.
Both Men’s and Women’s Basketball made it into post season tournament play, with the
Women’s team still advancing. Baseball and Softball are getting started, and the Football
Spring Game will be coming up next month. Almost all of our teams are highly ranked. It’s a
fun time to be a Seminole fan.
Thank you for all you do for FSU!

Dennis Bailey, Sr. Associate Vice President for Facilities
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Facilities First

Building Services
Lakeechia Dupree, Custodial Supervisor 5 a.m. shift.
Jason Levy, Custodial Supervisor 5 a.m. shift.
Jazziman Davis, Custodial Worker 5 a.m. shift.
Shayla Henry, Custodial Worker 5 a.m. shift.
Jahkari Blake, Custodial Worker 5 a.m. shift
Regina Robinson, Custodial Worker 5 a.m. shift
Laurie Whetstone, Quality Control Inspector.

New Employees

Design & Construction
Jazmine Coachman, Architectural Designer.
Be sure to welcome our new employees!

Safety First - Avoid Distracted Driving
Distracted driving is any activity that could divert a person's attention away from the primary task of driving. All distractions endanger
driver, passenger, and bystander safety. These types of distractions include:










Texting
Using a cell phone or smartphone
Eating and drinking
Talking to passengers
Grooming
Reading, including maps
Using a navigation system
Watching a video
Adjusting a radio, CD player, or MP3 player

Text messaging requires visual, manual, and cognitive attention from the driver, it is by far the most alarming distraction.
The best way to end distracted driving is to educate all Americans about the danger it poses.
On this page, Distraction.gov, you'll find facts and statistics that are powerfully persuasive. If you don't already think distracted driving is
a safety problem, please take a moment to learn more.

FSU Facilities

Sustainable Lab Design - Laboratory Planning

Laboratories are an essential ingredient of all major academic institutions as well as industry campuses. Whether the work being done is
applied or basic research, labs are where the science gets done. Conducting this research in a safe and effective environment is nonnegotiable. The question is “Can research labs be designed in a sustainable manner and what does that imply?”
Even skeptics of climate change agree that sustainability is a goal worth pursuing in laboratory design projects. One of the reasons
frequently cited is that designing sustainable lab buildings can save the owner energy and other resources, which in turn saves money,
directly impacting the building’s bottom line over the course of its operational life.
So, what does it mean for a lab to be designed sustainably? Does that mean different things to different people, whether they be the owner,
the designer, or the contractor? Does sustainability depend on the type of lab being planned? Does it also depend on the culture of an
institution and what they are willing to accept? I asked a dozen colleagues representing the design, construction, and owners’ point of view
what they thought and will present some of what they told me here.
Jason McLennan in his book The Philosophy of Sustainable Design defined sustainable design as “a design philosophy that seeks to maximize
the quality of the built environment, while minimizing or eliminating negative impact to the natural environment.” So, what does the term
“sustainable lab design” mean?
For starters, it means different things to different people. One colleague told me it means “reducing energy use through the mechanical
system and designing the architecture to support these reductions.” Another said that it is a lab that is “durable, flexible, and efficient.” A
third said it represents “at least a 20% improvement relative to a baseline” on matters of energy, water, and occupant well-being. The
bottom line is that labs may consume up to ten times more energy than a conventional office building...

Sustainable Lab Design - Laboratory Planning Continued

One of the challenges cited by several individuals is the disconnect between construction and operations funding. The drive to reduce
construction costs often means that strategies and methods of saving energy and other costs over the life of the building are eliminated
during the design process. In the haste to get projects built quicker and cheaper, it does not necessarily mean that lab buildings get built
better or with sustainability in mind.
Supporting the staff that maintain the buildings is also a critical component. Understanding their capabilities and providing systems that
allow them to do their jobs without overburdening them with overly complex designs is important to maintaining lab buildings over their
lifetime as they were intended to perform.
Designers, contractors, and owners need to keep questioning the existing practices and determine the best approach to a particular
sustainability issue. At the same time, designers need to realistically take into consideration the owners’ needs and their willingness to
embrace new protocols as well as their ability to maintain buildings designed for a high level of sophistication with regards to controls and
equipment. As one person said, “Truly sustainable design requires a complete shift of thinking away from conventional building. What we
mostly do now is try to reduce a building’s impact as much as possible within the bounds of conventional processes and technologies. For
any project (laboratory or otherwise) to truly rise to the level of ‘sustainable’, it must not use more resources than are available to it. This
goes well beyond LEED and other conventional well-meaning programs.”
- Mary Jo Spector, AIA, LEED-PA
To read the full article, please use the link below.
https://www.labdesignnews.com/article/2016/12/sustainable-laboratory-design-and-planning
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Seminole Savings
The Florida State University is proud to offer our new Employee
Discount Program designed for faculty and staff. The program
offers FSU employees the opportunity to take advantage of
discounts on products and services at businesses serving our
employees' diverse needs and interests.
Discount categories:
Apartments
Auto Dealerships
Automotive
Automotive Service
Banks
Clothing Store

Electronics
Entertainment
Exercise Equipment
Florida State University Discounts
Furniture Stores
Home Appliances

FSU Space & the Building Information Portal
FSU Space is the official system of record for all FSU space related data. This portal provides easily accessible space data to faculty,
staff, students, and others and is intended to be the primary method for accessing University space data.

The Building Information Portal available on the menu to the left allows users to search via abbreviation, building number, partial or
full address, or name and access basic information about a building. Basic information includes complete address information, gross
square footage, departments that occupy the building and their primary websites, latitude, longitude, and other information. If the
user has a valid FSU login, they may also access floor plans, room data, and view open work order information for a building.
For those without a valid FSU login that require space data not available publicly in the Building Information Portal please submit
a Space Data Request.

